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| Mr. LACY s Lette 
an 
Dt Joſiab Woodward, &. 


Think my ſelf bound to acknowledg, with 
Thankfulneſfs, your Candor, in ſaying, p. 38 
touching the preſent Prophets and their Adhe- 
rents: Ibe Intentions of many of they were, I .- 
rio think, honeſt and good, and therefore we bt 
to reſtore them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering our 
| ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted. - And, p. 9. Theſe Gentle- 
men among. them are, I verily think, Perſons of greater: 
Piety and Honor, than to remain in wilſal Errors in” fo dan- 
 gerows a point, or to combine in any known Impoſture, to ſerve 
any worldly or ill end. As to Cheat, Counterfeit and 
Impofture, the World can bear witneſs for us, that 
tho there have not wanted Eyes vigilant, jealous and 
malicious enough; yet after a full Year's being ex- 
pos 'd to all Obſervation, nothing of that kind, at 
teaſt that I know of, has been found upon us. The 
Charge of blaſphemouſly ſpeaking of our ſelves in the 
Perſon of God, is ſo heinoug, that whoever is guilty 
of it undoubtedly deſerves to die; but that the Inno- 
went ſhou'd periſh as the Guilty, God forbid : where the 
influence of a foreign Agent is apparent, there it can- 
not be juſtly ſaid, A Man ſpeaks merely of himſelf, or 
 preſumptuouſly, ' | 
1 have more than once, with the moſt awful Solem- 
_ nity, declar'd and publiſh'd in Print, that in the 
times of my Ecſtaſy, I am under the Agency of a- 
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| obey diſtin Being; for further Aſſurance of my 
Sincerity in which Declaration, and in that which 
here enſues, I have lately appeal d to God, at the 
Lord's Table. In pag. 45. I take notice, that you al- 
low the Agency of a ſuperior Power on us; not only 
from hat I have teftify'd touching my ſelf, but from 
ſeveral ot her In ſtances, atteſted to you by - credible Witneſſes, 
of things done by the Prophets, which ſeem'd plainly to ex- 
; ceed the Sphere of human Efficiency, Which Matter has, 
no doubt, been ſatisfattorily apparent to many han» 
-. dred Spectators, and may be ſufficiently witneſs'd by a 
multitude of Perſons, who have upon them the In- 
fluence of that independent over-ruling Agent: And 
ſurely there is and may be as much obvious Proof, in 
this point, as the nature of the thing can admit of. 
_ * The Cafe being ſuch, we proceed to enquire into 
the quality of that Spirit, which has over-ruPd many ß 
cf late to ſpgak in the Perſon of God, as the antient 
Prophets of the Old Tęſtament did: In which En- 
Uiry, as the Scripture ought to be our only Guide, 
we find therein, on the one hand; our bleſſed Saviour 
/ "Himſelf tax'd with having a Devil; and on the other, 
the Devil is ſaid ſometimes to transform himſelf into 
_ -the Likeneſs of an Angel of Light. No true Diſci- 
ple of our Lord ſhou'd repine, if he the Servant be 
Not treated better by the World, than his great Maſ-. 
ter; but ought (being innocent, and jut before 
God in his Conſcience) patiently to bear with the like 
Imputation, as was charg'd upon him, yea even and 4 
xejoice in it. As to the former Text, that the Devil 
ſometimes transforms himſelf into the Likeneſs of an 
Angel of Light, it does not at all point out and de- 
monſtrate the Caſe, or the Perſon in whom he does 
ſoz we are left to enquite into other Scriptures for a 
definition of that. And tho you are pleag'd, Sir, to 
apply it unto us, you have added; p. 51. Thur perhaps: 
de ſcarre ever acted that part more exquiſitely than in this 
Caſe: Of conſequence there is Danger alternatively ; 
left that which is of God ſhou'd be aſerib'd to t * 


Dieyil; of that which is of the Devil, ſnou'd be a- 
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„1 cannot, Sir, in the leaſt doubt, from the Charic- 


ter you bear of Integrity, Charity and Piety, but 
what you have written on this Subject flow'd from a 
real Concern for the Honor of as well as Com- 
paſſion unto thoſe miſled by theſe late unhappy Deluſons, 
On the other hand, neither ought you to queſtion, 
but when our Conſciences are convincd, that we 
ce (as in p. 23.) agitated and influencd, and even under 
a temporary Poſſeſſion, by evil Spirits,” we ſhall readily re- 
rein nts - thy and Superintendency with Ab- | 
| ence-: neither is there any Difficulty to retard q 
our publick and ample Acknowledgment, agreeable to 
the tenor of that Conviction, fince no more ſhame is 
like to redound to us thereby, than has already hy 
the Profeſſion of late made; on the contrary, ve 
ſhou'd, in great meaſure, be deliver'd from it. Tis 
not however (I preſume) your Expectation, that we 
ſhou'd publickly own our ſelves mov'd Aq agitated. 
from below (as you term it in p. 8.0 while we are 
fully perſuaded in our Minds, that it is from above, 
and do give in publick ſuch Reaſons for it, as none 
have yet vouchſafd to conſider in Print, that know | 
of. Therefore it -aftoniſh'd me to find you affirm in 
the Preface, that you thought it needleſs to refute thoje' 
Arguments, that have been publiſh d, to prove the Divine 
| Miſſion of "theſe Prophets. And I cou'd not, I conceive; 
A _ Rand acquitted, even before your ſelf; in renouncigg 
that Proof, with any Sobriety of Mind, without ex- 
, petting the force of that Confutation, you offer to 
give, for my Conviction. In the mean time I proceed 
to examine what you have been pleas'd to give us, in 
the Treatiſe under conſideration, to induce us to a 
publick itent Acknowledgment, and to lay down * 
the Reaſons we have, that will not permit our Conſci- 
ences vet to make the ſa id publick penitent Acknow- 
ledgments, you expect from us; tho the expectatien is 
Fo juſt, that, on my part, Whatever I cou'd do of that | 
kind, without Offence to God, I ſhou'd eſteem it a . 
comely and honorable thing, nor could I en gy any 
Pezes of Mind without performing it: 
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. Phat ſhall preſume to ſpeak 
have not commanded bim 
die: And if thou ſay in thy Heart, bow ſhall 
IWard- which the Lord bath not ſpoken 2? 
ſheakerb in the Name of the Lord, if the thing follow not 
wor come #0 paſs, that is the thing which the Lord hath not 
hen; but the Prophet bath ſpoken it preſumptuouſly, than 
not be afraid of bim. Your Iaterence from that 
Text is; That the Righteouſneſs of this Sentence of Death on 
nde Prophet, who foretold any thing in Gods Name that did not 
eme to paſs,. is grounded on the Impoſſtbility of bis re- 
cel uing any falſe thing from God : and therefore they were 
commanded to execute bim, without any fear, in ſo plain 
4 Caſe- For, p. 1 2. our infinitely good God never did, and never 
ear put any falſe Sentence, into the Mouth of any Prophet. 
In the 20th Verſe, you have left out the words 
{of that ſhall ſpeak in the Name of other Gods) and whe- 
ther they ought to carry any reference to the Caſe; 
wherein the Prophet ſhou'd die (as it ſeems to me 
from Deut. 13. 5— 10. they ought) 2 my ſelf whol- 
1y unlearn'd in the original Verſion,” and the Practice 
of the antient Hebrews in Judicature, I muſt leave to 
others. But having no more than the Engliſh Text to 
judg upon, I find there no Inftance of a falſe Pro- 
Pher, ſpeaking in the Name of God, judicially exe- 
ented by Men; tho we find the true Prophets 
'#hroughout the Scripture, treated by that People with 
138 | | x numerous 


1 5 
numerous n Imputations of not ſpe | 
from God, Violences, Impriſonments, Mockings 
the Multitude; and our Saviour 72 75 Jeruſalem with 
their Blood. Iam no ways qualify'd for an accurate 
Diſputant; but in ſeveral places, the Puniſhment of 
the Prophet ſeems to me to be reſery'd to the immediate 
hand of God, who ſeldom does inveſt a temporal 
Judg with the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits: the le 
Enquiry neceflary in the point, wherein you have 
wo; 3 that Comment on the Text, is, whether any 


Word really from God, may not fail of coming ta 
paſs, in the obvious Senſe it had, or could have among 
en. This you affirm cannot poſſibly be, and that 
God never did, and never can put any ſuch falſe Sen- 
— — into the mouth of any Prophet, To which I 
aniwer, ! | | A; 4 
The incomprehenſible, ineffable, holy, and true 
One, does not need the hand of Man to ſupport hit 
r Veracity, any more than his Ark once 
did that of Urxab. Where we cannot fully compre- 
hend, we ought ſtill to adore, and with reverential 
Axe fear to determine — him. His Thoughts 
are not to be meaſur'd by thoſe of Men, and his Foot- 
ſteps are often paſt finding out by them. But in the 
point before us, you ſeem to have driven things to a 
dangerous Iſſue; as if, whoeyer denys your Hypo- 
theſis, muſt make God the Author of a Lie, and ſe- 
veral ſuch Expreſſions you have, which make me 
dread to repeat them: whereas I ſhall crave leave to 
be of another Mind, and therein found my ſelf wholly 
on the Scriptures, without danger, I hope, of incup- 
ring any ſuch tremendous Guilt, as you mention ung- 
voidable to enſue. | - 
In the 89th Pſalm, the Royal. Prophet mentions 
4 Covenant ſworn to him by the Holineſs of God, that he 
won d not lye unto David; repreſenting there God ſay- 
ing, With my holy Oyl have 1 andinted bim, the Enemy 
ſhall not exact upon him, and I will beat down his Foes be. 
fore his Face; but ty Faithfulneſs and my Mercy ſhall be 
with him. Let in the 33th Verſe we find David aſſert · 


ing, 
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ing, in an Appeal to God, But. thou bafſt caſt off and. 
Horred thine Anointed, thou haſt made void the Coden int of 
#by Servant, thou baſt ſet up the right "Hand of bu Aaver- 
uns, aud thou baſt made all bis Enemys to rejice. Vet no 
"conſequence is hence drawn, to the prejudice of the 
Honor of God; but the Plalmiſt ſays norwithRanding, 
J will ſing of the | Mercys of the Lord for eber, with my 
Mouth will I make known thy Faithfulneſs to all Gener ations. 
The whole Pſalm ought to be read, and the Temper of 
r en 
Feremiab is frequent in Complaints of this nature; 
thus in Chap. 4. 10. Then ſaid 1, 4b Lord Gody juvely 
bon haſt greatly deceiv'd this' People, and Jeruſalem, ſaving, 
Te ſhall haue Peace, wheres the Sword reacheth unto the 
Soul. Chap. 15. 18. Why: my Pain perpetual,” and my 
Wound incurable, which refuſeth to be beaPd ? Wilt thou be 
altogether unto me t a Har, and m Waters that fail? 
Chap. 20. 7. O Lord, thou haſt deceiv*'d me, and I was 
"decerv'd ; thou art ſtronger than I, and haſt prevail d. 1 
an in Deriſion daily; every one mocheth me. beſe Ex- 
preſſions do plainly intimate to me, that Feremiab 
had from God ſome words, which he utter'd, and 
were not fulfil d: and your Comment on two of theſe 
Texts does no way ſatisfy me to the contrary; ob- 
ſerving ſome Defects therein, which I cannot argue, be- 
cauſe of my Ignorance of the Original, and Commen- 
tators thereon. But the Inſtance of Fonab is yet more 
expreſs, wherein, tho the time limited of forty Days 
fail'd in its Accompliſhment, and the Prophet thereon 
charges God in a manner ſeemingly very inſolent; yet, 
Without any Salvo to the Verity of that Prophecy or 
Meſſage committed to him, we find the Father of 
Mercys not ſevere with him; tho by your Determi- 
nation, he ought to have been put to death, as having 
utter'd that, which was impoſſible to be from God. 
The words of Jaiah, Chap. 38. 1. to King Aczebiab, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thine Houſe in erder, for thou ſhalt 
die, and not live ; were certainly of God, tho not, in 
the ſenſe they were taken, fulfil d. So in 2 Kings 
22. 20. the words of the Propheteſs Huldah to King 
81 N Joſiah, 


* 


Tbus ſaith the Lord, thou ſpalt be gat ber d % 
. Grave in Peace, weke i the obvious Senſe of them fal- 
Pd, ſince he died of a Wound receiv'd in Battel, 
| 2 Chron. 33. In like manner, 2 Chron. 18. 13, 14. 
"li the words of Micaigh to Ahab, Go up and proſper, an 
BB ther (the Syrians) ſhall be deliver d into your „were 
ndoubtedly the words of God, which 8 to be 
moe ironically, and thereby allow, that may ſpeak 
to Men in what phraſe of Expreſſion he pleaſes to uſe. 
So in Gen. 43. God faid unto Jacob, I will go down | 
with thee into Egypt, and I willalſo ſurely bring thee 4 = 
r 


Ain; yet this in the obvious Senſe of the wo 


vas not made for he died in Egypt. Of the ſame 
ind alſo, A words of God by Eliſha, ſent to 
dad, 2-King..8. 10. Go (Hazael) ſay unto him, Thou 
| ſhalt ſurely live 3 which you grant à true rendring of * 
that Text, Fudg. 10. 11, 13. 4nd the Lord ſaid untothe 
calm T ach Te hoe forſaken me, and 2 uber 
rods, w e I will deliver you no more; yet in the 
next Chapter it appears, that Fephtha had a Commit 
ion from God to deliver them out of the hands of 
the Ammonites, The words of the Man of: God, w 
me to Eli, in Sam, 2. 30. Wherefor 


not to be, by preſuming Man, confi | 
the Almighty. Shall mortal Man be more juſt than 
_ God, in the 429 his r In 
Kings 13. 17. Eliſha ſaid unto ash, ſmi 
the Syrians in Aphek till than baue conſum'd. them. F+ 44] 
this poſitive Declaration in God's Name, 7oaſh fmi- 
ting but three times on the ground, it follows in the 
 Igth Verſe, The Man'of God wa wroth -with bim, and 
Jaid, Thou ſbouldeſt have ſmitten five or ſix times ; then | 
hadjt thou, ſmitten Syria till thou badft conſum'dit, whereas 
now. than ſhalt ſmite Syria but thrice. Yow will do well, 
Sir, to reconcile, ſuch Palſages of the Scripture 


your Hypotheſis, that e of God, in the month 


* 
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Word, who is to be honor'd ev 


2 Nights 
Tord Body was more than one Day and two Nights 
. — the Sex ulchre, or that Prediction cou'd be any 

ts trzftly fulfil'd, I leave all Men to judg. So like- 

5 very queſtionable, whether that was fulfill & 


ay 


df his Prophets, « can fail in 2 Senſe of them among 
Th made good, for I confeſs my ſelf unable to 
it. | 
Our blefſed Saviour, the great Prijhet, to wie 
all others pointed, was ert it ſelf, and the 
s God the Father; 
I know, Sir, you love him in Sincerity, and yet his 
Predictions are not to be ar nor ought to be 
ſtrictiy, by the Rule you have laid down: for in the ob- 
vious Senſe of the words among Men they ſeem not 
all to de fu}fil'd. John 2. 19—22. Deſtroy this Temple, 
and in three days I will raiſe it up, was not underſtood: 


even of the Apoſtles, till the Holy Ghoſt's Illumina- 


tion. Mat. 10. 23. Te ſhall not have gone over the Citys 


ment of which, according to the literal Senſe, is 
difficult to comprehend. Mat. 12. 39, 40. An ar 


and advulteroys Generation ſeebeth after a Sign, and there 


no Sign be given it, but the Sign of the Prophet Jonas: 

for i Jonas was fbree Days and three Nights in the Whale's 

50 4 1727 the Lon f Man be three Days and three 
be Heart of 1 Earth. Now, whether our 


wn 1:5T. Yerily, verily I ſay unto you, Hereaſter you 


clue, chat a Word really ſpoken from God, may fail 


of coming to paſs, and has done, according to the 
obvious Senſe it had or cou'd have amon Lk and . 


at this without Impeachment of the Veracity of 


* God; whom we ought to adore and bleſs, according, 


to che Pattern given us by the Patriarch David, tho 


we cannot fully comprehendk his Ways and Words. The 


Apoftles under ſtood not many things, which our 
Eord'fpake,” yet they believ'd on him as the Meſſiah « 
, and tis: unaecouuta ble Leh and horrible Im- 


piety | 


= 


of Irael ki the Son of Man be come ; the Accompliſh« 


1 and #he Angels of God aſcending and 
| deſcending upon the Son of” Man... | 
From theſe Obſervations on the Scripture Ido con- 


| a e IT: » | 

therefore in any Men, 10 tezelt the Authority 
rap tor as the Word of God, becauſe ſome; . 
parts of it are > ids their depth to fathom ; for 2 
amounts to no leſs, than to meaſure Infinity e 
fcanty Standard of their weak Capacitys. 

You ſay, p. 6, 7. that the modern Prophets, _ 
ing! bo _ own Principles and Declarations, are not from! 
cauſe Mr. Lacy had a Promiſe by two or three In- 
= be ſaith ) that his Divine Miſſion ſbou d be proud, 

many ungueftionable Miracles, before the 25th of. April 
but this was nit made good, ſo at to ſatisfy bimjelf, 
1 24 we and Sir R. B. publifh'd it to the World, 
that the raiſing of Dr. Emes' Body from the Grave, on the 9 
Sr of May 1aft, fhou'd be the determining and: deciding 

ne which the Truth of theſe. Prophets depended- 
e vou make my words to be, All 
ga ms my Servant (meaning Mr. Potter * . 
touching the Af, 12 the dead, ſhall be full d; but, 
E all theſe Predictions bave been diſprov'd by the Event, 
therefore were not from above, but from beneath. 

Sir, after your own Declaration in the Preface, _ 
That there it a Charity due to thoſe that are bewilared in a 
maze of unſober Thorghts, and that you ought to reduce them 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; it is with much regret, that 1 
am under a neceſſity of taking nutice, that in the 
ſeveral Particulars above mention'd, you have miſtecrc 

preſented me. For if you are pleas'd to ſearch the Re- 
erences alledg'd for your Authority, you'l find, I nei« 
= did ever ſay, my - Miſſion ſhou d be prov d by 
= unqueſtibnable Miracles, before the agth gt 

laſt: nor did I confeſs what you make me to do: 
— my words cited in p. 53. were, Alt that ma ſaid 
by my. Servant, touching the raiſing from the Dead, ſball be 
Printed. N=vertheleſs, and tho there are ſome other 
Miſrepreſentations of me in your Bock, I take them 
to be involuntary; and do oun, that you have tteated 
us in general, more candidly. and like a Chriſtian, 
than moſt of the Writers on this Subject; and take 
in good part what you have hinted monitory to me, 
1 to N my ſelf of it, by the Grace of 
1 a „ens L& 7 8 n il 17 8 
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As to Sir R. B's ing HINY it to the W 
that the raifing of Dr. Beis Body on the 25th 
Me; ſhowd'be the determining and deciding Sign, 
upon which the Truth of theſe Prophets depended; 
I can poſitively affure you, on my part, and upon good 
Authority, for all thoſe in my condition, that neither 
I, nor any of them, were conſulted by that Gentle- 
man, or knew what he had ſaid in that point, till we 
av it in print: therefore his Declaration cannot juſtly 
be charg'd upon us, or properly be called ours. Ne- 
vertheleſs, we all firmly believ'd the Inſpirations in 
which the ſaid Prediction was contain'd, to be from 
— God; and ſo far depended on its Verification (till a 
2 - little before the day came) that I make no doubt, but 
many ofthe Perſons proſeſſing themſelves inſpir'd, did, 
out of the Direction of that Spirit, think withig them- 
ſelves, and expreſs to others, that they wou'd no more 
| yield to the Operation of that Spirit as from God, in 
caſe that fail'd, But that ſaid Reſolution within them- 
ſelves, and Exprethon of it to others (if People will 
give themſclves leave to conſider impartially) amounts 
o nu more than what once Feremiah declar'd'of him - 
if; even in the fame place where he ſaid, O Lord, thou 
haſt deceiv'd me, and 1 was deceiv'd ; thou art fironger than I, 
and baſt prevail'd : for in Ver. 9. of Chap. 20, he adds, 
_ Fhen 1 ſaid (that is, in his natural Capacity) I wif not 
make mention of bim, nor ſpeak, any more in bis Name; but his 
"Word wer in mine Heart, 4 burning Fire fout up in my 
Bones, and I was weary. with. forbearing, and I cu d not 
ay. So that the Prophetick Influence over-rul'd his 
own 13 Reſolution. What Reaſons we ha ve, nat : 
withſtanding this ſignal Inſta ace of our being deceiv'd, 
to believe ſtill, that the ſupernatural Agent oyer · ruling 
us at times, is from God, and not of the Devil, will be 
given hy and by. That things ſpoken of God, ha ve not 
— imes, according to the obvious Senſe, come to paſas, 
bas been already ſhewn, * As to the Reaſons there may 
de, in the Eternal Mind and Counſel, of ſuch a Pro- 
cedare, we fay, that what we cannot clearly com : 
prehend; we ought not ta decide of. Jonah in his 
Pilappointmens wilh'd to die 3 and Jeremiab under hi 
a My 
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Trial, curſed the day of his Birth. And cho 5 
oſe are things inconſiſtent with due Humility and 
eſignation ; yet the infinitely gracious God, com- 3 
paſſionate to the mere Infirmirys of fallen Man, dealt 
tenderly with them in that unjuſtifyable Behaviour. 
I muſt here do Juſtice co the Fer ſons, who might be 
ſuppos d under the like Temptation of repining, chat 
they have not in it chargd God fooliſhiy, that I know 
of; but in meek Submithon do ſolve this dark Cloud 
upon them, into a part of that unaccountable Cir. 
cumſtance, mention d in Zach. 14. 3 —9. And 
the Lord my God ſhall come, and all the Saint{ vb ther e 
and it ſhall come fo paſs in that Day, that the Light al 
not be clear nor dark; but it ſhall be one Day, which ſtall 
be known to the Lord, not Day nor Night. But it (bail 
come to eſs, that as Evening-time, it ſhall be Light : and 
it ſhall Yn that Day, that living Waters: ſhail go out: Fu 
ruſalem; in Sammer and in Winter ſhall it be « and the 
d. ſhall be King over. all the Earth. In that. day ſhall 
| There be one Lord, and his Name one. 2 . W342 
Rur are ftambl'd to know the Reaſons, that 
whilſt I believ'd the Prediction of Dr. Enes 's rumg 
on: the asth of May to be from God, I did not act 
tend at the Burial- place accordingly: and they axe 
ſolloweth, I havè frequently from others, and my, 
ſelf, had an Order of the Spirit, that what exprelly - 
_. concern'd my perſonal Conduct, I ſhou'd expeat 
Direction in from my own” Mouth; and have ac 
cordingly (as is well known) receiv'd ſuch Direſtioa 
in ſu ſes of leſs importance than this of at: 
tending the Grave was; but in the Caſe beſort us, I 
not only wanted ſuch an Order from my gun 510 


but neter had from the Spirit ſo much as an expte 

mention chat way, of his riſing on the ſaid 25th e 

May. And whereas in the caſe of my viſiting the Siek, 

I had conſtantiy two Orders at the leaſt, upon Prayer 
7 for every one, for. my doing fo, which made me ga 
in full Faith to them; I cou'd not go on this mere 
portant Errand with the ſame Faith, ſince upog 
enen 
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tr ie. Moreover, tho this miraculous Reſurrection 
has been ſeveral times, without defining the Day, 
— from my Mouth: yet, as very wonderſu 


vidences were in the ſame manner d=clar'd to pre- 
cede it, and much 'greater than did come * — \ 
fore the 25th of May laſt; this was another Reaſon 
why I cou'd not go to the Place, as was expected. 
It is with gue Satisfaction, Sir, that I read in 
N 23, & 24. of your Treatiſe, ' That ij theſe Extaſys of 
ide modern Prophets be granted to be ffom the Deceiver, this 
cannot be underſtood to conclude, that God will neuer give 
extrarrdinary Gifts "of bit Spirit to any in the Chriſtian 
Church : For it ſeems to be an 4ftifice of bis, to introduce 
and nurſe up Prejudites againſt the real Effuſions of God*s 
Holy Spirit, when "they (ball be granted. As juſt before the 
ing of our Bleſſed Saviour, there were many dg", 
fo'it may be bere: Nor does what bas been ſaid prove, bat 
All the marvellous tbings reported to be done in the Ceven- 
nes, were ffom tbe Spirits ef Darkneſs .; nor doth this'caſt 
any Cenſure on the Devotion of the Children in Sileſia, © con- 
terning whom we hope that it © may pleaſe the Fountain of 
Goodneſs to revive 4 Spirit f Devotion and true Plety by 
thoſe Children, ordaining Strength to his Church out of the 
nua of Babes and Sucklings. We muſt t 3 
Spiritual Benefits, by all ways that ſeem good to the 
Sovereign Diſpenſer of ben. 
1 Before I give the Reaſons, why tis not yet in my 
Power to gratify you and the World, by owning my 
felf the Inftrument of Satan to nutſe up Prejudices 
inſt the real Effuſions of God's Holy Spirit; you 
— take notice, that what is befallen in Si- 
4 is purſuant to the Tenor of the Prophetick 
Voice in London, ſome Months before that began: 
Aud che Infancy of the Province of Sileſia do concur- 
_ rently with us declare Chrift at hand. The ame God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, can in other Countrys ſoon 


bees 


Niſe up Babes and Sueklings-to/ proclaim his Name, 


even as there; till the whole Earth reſound with his 
Praiſes, and every Knee bow, and every Tongue con- 
- . fefs; that Chriſt is King, to the Glory of 3 5 | 
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Father. I am fatisfy'd you are ready to receive: ſuck 
good news, by all ways that ſeem good to the Sove- 
reign Diſpenſer to ſend it: but tis too manifeſt; that 
the Clergy in Sileſia are not in ſo god a Diſpoſition. 
On the contrary, I have ſeen a Mandate or Letter of 
the Biſhop of Breſſaw, ſign'd by many of his Brethren 
the Clergy, inciting both Minifters and Magiftrates; 
= diſcountenance the ſaid Aſſemblys of the Chils 
. er eee 354 © n KIT: 
From p. 27. to 44. you have enquir'd, Whether there 
be any groumd in the Holy Scriptures, ta expect another Mi- 
niſtry different from what we now enjoy, before the end of the 
World.” The Angel's preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, 
Rev. 14.7. you rey! hs A powerful Publication of it by the 
Biſhops and Clergy, In your. Diſcourſe upon all which, it 
was no-ſraall Affliction to me, 46 find you under Miſap- 7 
prehenſions touching the preſent Inſpiration; as if | 
this undermin'd and tended to overthrow, what * 
have ſhe wn to be eſtabliſh'd by our Blefſed Saviour, from 
Mat. 28. 20. and other Texts; to wit, that the Of- 
fice of a Miniſtry in Chriſt's Church is to be coevat 
with the World. If you pleaſe to ſearch into the 
1 publiſh'd; I am confident yow't find there no 
| ground for that Concluſion: and I. am fully fatisfy'd} 
that nothing ſaid under the Operation of this Spirit, 
unprinted, would bear it neither. If the An | 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. were again poured; forth 
in the Multitude and Variety of them, as in the 
Apoſtolick Age; they on whom theſe were confer d, 
wou'd be Servants, Miniſters, or Meſſengers of the 
moſt High, tho Children in Age, or weak Women. 
The Sovereign Diſpenſer of them may chuſe the 
Subjects, as he pleaſes, whom he will a noint with that 
holy Oil. I muſt crave leave to ſay, that the gra- 
cious Promiſe” of our Saviour, Mat. 28. 20, Lo 7 I 
am with you to the end of theWorld ; does not ſeem to 
me limited and confin'd- to the Clergy, excluſive oft 
all others, or to ſtand in bar againſt the real Effu- 
ſions of the Holy Spirit, in his extraordinary Gifts, 
when, and upon whom he pleaſes. May it ſuffice: - 
»is. 4 ow * 25 | 8:7 berg: 
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the Devil, and expect we ſhou'd openly acknowledg 


ſo. Rut I crave: fave humbly to repreſent, that in 
mere Conſcience to God we dare nat and cannot do it, 


* o 


to add, that the preſent Miniſters 
ch, by the Inf 


tor the Reaſons enſuing ; which tho I give maſtiy in 


my own Name, are more or leſs agreeable to the 
Caſe of all the reſt. 2 | 5 7 


to his Followers; and the Holy Ghoſt brought them 
Joy, growing and abquniing more and more, as out- 
Tard Sufferings oppreſs d them. Whoever then finds 
e in his Soul, built on God, and no ways 
fupply'd to him from without; and when, for. the 
_ fake of his Praſeſſion af Chriſt, manifold Afflict ions, 

numerous Difficultys, cruel Mockings, univerſal Ha- 
tired and Scorn (more than ever was upon any -Cri- 


ne of Mind, with a Joy merely ſpiritual, unknown 
ma bim before in Proſperity, and making him to 

eſtrem the Reproach of Chriſt greater. Riches 
ide Treaſures of Ft. While he thus finds withi 

Simielf an abundant Reward, ſpringing up from the 
" Influence of a ſuperior Agent aperating on him; can 
de call that Ag nta Devil, without evident Injury to 
- the Nature of the Holy Ghoſt; or without cafting a 
blemiſh upon the like Experience of the Apoſtles and 
the fict Chriſtians, who urg'd the ſame, as one Evi- 
dente they had of the Holy Ghoſt in them? But the 


Caſe is ſo with them, and has been under all their 


And as I, for my part, have compleat Satisfaction that 
It has hitherto been mine; ſhail IL, can I then ſay, 
this comes from the Devil? Put it to your on Con- 
ſtience, Sir; and if the Caſe were thus with yon, 
cou d you do it? No; but tather ſhou'd we ſay, Bleſ- 


ſel de the Father of Mercys, and God of Patience 


and all Conſolation, who always maketh us to triumph 
1 Chit Jeſus. 4 The 
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piration which vou charge to be from 


1. Our dear Saviour left, as his laſt Legacy, Peace 


; 1 upon this Man from the World: Ei 
under all this, a perfect Serenity and Calm- 


- - 


now Infpir'd do declare, they know and find the 
Baufficultys, and even under the preſent great Trial? 
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ication, who manifeſted himſelf thereby 
the Apoſtles, and to thoſe whom he fell upon and a- 


bode withal, as the inſpir'd Writings of that Age a- 
buridantly teſtify. Thus is ſo characteriſtical of the 
Divine Spirit, eſpecially- When it abounds in Doxo- 
logys and Praiſes to the Deity, that there can be lit- 1 
tle ground to impute this to the Influence of the De-'' If 
vil. Nay pardon me, Sir, I think we can have no 


8 of our being Chriſtians. Now that 
This is the Caſe of the preſent Inſpir'd in London, and 


of thoſe who receive the preparatory. Symptoms of 
the Spirit, who gs — may probably make 200 
oof ; ſuch às none can _with- * 


there is abundant | e 
Rand, who are but willing to admit in this Cafe, what 
in any other point ſoever wou'd paſs for ſatisfac- 


pot WE tory '; Were Men but diſpos'd: to enquire, , many will 


be found of that number, whothro the Imbecillity of 


pray extempore before; and many who had no Diſpoſi- 
tion to that Duty at all nor ever prattis d it, do it 
now by the Urgeney and inward Motion of this 12 it. 
Jam witneſs; of very Infants praying with an*Ener- 


By, 2 genuine Power, nay a copious Elegance u 


moving Force, which cou'd not be in fus d inta them 


by any Iuſtructions, or proceed of their own : Abilis | 
tys. As tothe vital Opetations of the Soul in ſuch 


Prayers, it lies not open t6 the cognizance of others; 


this Spirit has often ſeverely chid the Perſon, by 


Whoſe Mouth he ſpoke, before an Aſſembly, of his or 


her Neglect of ſecret Prayer. All the Inſpir'd do de- 


clare, that the Spirit either withdraws or frequents 
them, with his Wiſits, as they either omit or heedful- 
ly purſue that Duty. God is my Witneſs, that in ſe- 
eret, where no Eye but his ſees, when and as often as 
I lift up my Heart to him; and the more I do ſo, the 
more 


ſure; and Which if 1 ſhou'd offer to deſcribe; the 


World is fo averſe to allow, any immediate Commu- 
nications from Gold to n they find * 
Wh; | * 0 
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| des this Spirit teſtify to me his Approbation, 
ant that in various ways, unexpreſſible in great mea- / 
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their Age, of Deſect of their Education, cou d not 
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of in themſelves, that it only draws more Mockery 
upon the Perſon relating them. And tho I know this 
the Conſequence, yet as David (when his Wife up- 
braided him for his indecent and unmanly extatick 
Behavior before the Ark, and for expoſing himſelf - 
thereby to the Scurrility of the People) anſwer'd her, 
Tt was before the Lord, and I will yet be mire vile than 
' this. So, to witneſs for God, let, Shame be multi- 
ply'd for my Portion among Men, I do declare, that 
"have often (probably 20 times) being in compos d 
devout Meditation, and never elſe, found ſomething 
dart or ftrike upon my Forehead, repreſented to the 
Intellect 8 any viſible Appearance) like a 
Flaſh of Fire, which gave a ſudden turn to the ani - wy 
mal Spirits, and from the Head ibly diſpers'd 
it ſelfallover my Body; which convey d therewith in- 
to my Soul, a reverential Awe, Swavity and Joy inex- 
preſſible, purely Divine. The bodily Impreſſions lafted 
_ about 2 minutes, thoſe on the Mind near half an hour. I 
mention this Particularity as a Digreſſion. But to re- 
ſume the Argument; where the Spirit of Prayer is in- 
fus'd and convey'd (as abovemention'd) by an adventi- 
tious Agent,ſhall the Receivers of him publickly declare 
it was a Devil? Sir, you will agree with me, that thoſe | - 
who know it to be thus, and whilft they do ſo find it, 
cannot gratify you and the World in that ExpeQation, | 
*with the Anſwer of a good Conſcience toward God. 
3. The Anſwers of Prayer to God, were one Evi- 
dence which the Apoſtle gave of his Miſſion from on 
High: 1 John 5.14, 15. Thx is the Confience that we 
have in bin, that if. we as any thing actor ding to bis \ 
Will, be heareth ut; and if we know that he bear us, what- ' 
ſoever we ak, we know that we have the Petitions that we 
: deſyw'd of bim. When our Lord told his Diſciples he / 
. wou'd ſee them again, and their Heart ſhou'd re- 
ice, and TT no Man ſhou'd take from them; 
he adds, John 16. 23. In that Day, whatſoever ye ask the 
Father in my Name, he will give it you. Thus the Prayer 
of Faith did heal the Sick, and Prayer was enjoin'd 
the Elders of the Church on that occaſion; and Hea- 
ling follow'd as an Atteſtation from Heaven. And 
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tte blind Nlans Aſſertion, John 9. 31; Now: we know 
that God beareth not Sinners, may ſtan 
table Truth, Nay inthe Old Teftament throughout, 


moſt of the miraculous Works of God were given, "i 
; upon 


anſwer of Prayer, to the holy Men of ol 


which Authoritys we build, that the Anſwers of 


Prayer are demonftrative of the Approbation of God. 
Now thoſe that have ſeen and known, and are able 
and ready, on due occaſion, to bring forty Witneſſes, 
of God anſwering their Prayers by the Mouth of 
ſome, under the Operation of 2 Spirit; can thoſe 


Witneſſes allow, that the Devil anſwer'd to their 


mental Prayers unto God ? In other Caſes, 40 Wit- 
neſſes upon Oath wou'd be competent proof, in any 
point; but thoſe who cannot believe any number in 

this, let them come and fee, and every one then judg 


7 by bis own. Eyes, otherwiſe he ought not to pretend to 
| Jas for thoſe, who know it to be true. Again, 1 


have publiſh'd ſome Inſtances of Relief and Cures, 

graciouſly vouchſaf d to Perſons, in anſwer to Prayer, 
under the Operation of this Spirit; and I have my 
ſelf, under acute Pain, been inftantaneouſly heal'd of 


it, upon à Prayer in like manner: I have had di- 


vers Anſwers, of other kinds, given me by 9. 
Events er forthwith enſuing. Thus 1 
clear Matters of Fact are produc'd, anſwering the 
Prayers made under the Operation of à ſuperior in- 
dependent Spirit, wou'd you have us aſeribe the 
Glory of it@ the Devil? The Conſequences to Re- 
ligion are top dreadful! far he it from ou. 
 - 4. God has been pleas'd to reveal himſelf to Man, 
among divers Manners, in that of Viſion ſo eminent- 
ly, that it ſometimes ſeems in Scripture figuratively 
to N r Revelation it ſelf; as in 1 Sam. 3. 1. 
The Word of the Lord was precious in thoſe Days, there was 


no open Viſion. And in Prov. 29. 18. Where there i no Vi- 


ſion, the People periſh. And God is faid to ſpeak to 
' Men in Viſions. This was not only remarkable in the 
Old Teftament, but in the New we find many Viſions 


to the Apoſtles and others: And the Appearance of 


Angels as miniſtring Spirits, and Fellow-Servants of 
CA Chrift, 
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for an indiſpu- 
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Chat; was frequent in the firſt Promul 


* * 
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| gation of the 
Goſpel ; and the Canon of the New: Teftament was 
clog#dwith an entire Book of Viſions, which is ad- 
mitted of equal Authority with the other Books of it. 
And St. Pax! being converted by a Viſion, "ns 

_ with a peculiar Emphaſis of that way of Manitefta- * | 
tion, Aying 2Cor, 12. 1. 7 will come to Viſtons aud Re- 


- welations of the Lord e yet he ſays, whether he-was in 


the Body or out of the Body, when he ſaw them, he 
cou'd not tell; ſo myſterious, even to the Subject of it, 
is this way of Revelation. All Men know, how 
great a part of the Scriptures depend upon the Autho- 
_ " rity of chis way of s$ revealing himſelf : yet by || 
the Sadducean, Sceptical and Infidet Temper, even a- 
morg the religious of this Age, tis much to be que” 
- fion'd,” whether any Revelation from God can be ad- 
- mitted of in that way; no, nor in any other, if they 
- wou'd fpeak out: for none of thoſe who deride us 
ate ſo open-hearted as we are, or will define and tell 
us plainly, what does amount to competent Evidence 
of Divine Revelation, tho that were the likelieſt 
means of putting an end to Deluſions; and therefore 
2 either in Charity to others, and in Zeal 
for God's Honour, to do it, or deſiſt from endleſs Ca- 
vils upon the Evidence that is brought them. There 


dre about eight or ten of the Iaſpir d in London alrea - 


dy, who have Viſions preſented them by this Spirit, 
ſome of whom converſe with Angels in thoſe Viſions, 
im which alſo they ſee the Lips of the Angels move in 

Diſcourſe, . who take the Perſons by the hand; and 
the Subjet of all theſe Viſions tends to, and concerns, 
the approaching glorious Dominion of out Lord on 
Earth, and the Suppreſſion of the Prevalence of evil 
Men and Spirits on it. I have already declar'd, that 
the Viſions God has vouchſaf'd me, carry'd in them no 
diſcernable Tintture:of a foul Spirit, but manifeſt In- 
dications of a pure and holy one. With what. Face 
therefore we can, before an All- ſeeing Judg, divulge 
to the World, that they came to us by à Familiarity 
with the Devil, I cannot conceive, and of conſequence 
dare not do it; ſince none of thoſe, who ſollicite 
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us to the ſame, can ſecure us againſt the Wrath of the 
Almighty, in thus treſpaſſing aga inſt our Conſciences, 
5. The Gift of Languages was the ſole one, that we 
find recorded to attend the viſible Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, and thereby ſeems 
to have a peculiar Stamp of Divine Communication 
upon it. There are four or five of our Number, ho 
have receiv'd ſmall Earnefts of this Gift; ſuch how- 

ever as will appear on Examination, to be the real 


Infuſions of that Spirit which moves on us. And 


ſurely it becomes us, to fear the imputing of them to 
the Enemy of our Lord, left we ſhou'd offend him 

whom we profeſs to honour ;- Therefore not to build 
upon it any more, than that it demonſtrates the A- 
gency of a Spirit (as obvious to us as the Exiſtence of 
our own Soul) which in other things ſhews nothing of 
diabolical; we add, that this Spirit inſiſting chietly and 


_ forcibly upon the great Dutys of ſincere and fervent 


Love to God and Men, and drawing all Partys among 


us into an actual Union, that ſilences all variance about 


Party- Opinions, and brings the ſeveral Sects into one 


Bond of Affection under it ſelf, does thereby give us as 


nother Inſtance, wherein it ſayours not of infernal Qua- 
litys, but rather of that holy uniting Spirit, which ani- 
mated the Primitive Chriſtians; and proceeds of that 
God, who is Love it ſelf, and the common Center of 
Union to Men: A Spirit exhorting its Adherers to Self- 
denial, in worldly Advantages of all ſorts, and inducing 
on them the real Practice of it: A Spirit which takes 
away the Occaſions of Pride in Man, and by various 
ways of its Operation, tends to abaſe him thorowly, 


as is obvious to thoſe who are well acquainted with its 


Procedure: A Spirit, which gratifys not the parti- 
cular Corruptions, and ſinful Infirmitys of its Fol- 
lowers; but on the contrary, with jealouſy repri- 
manding, puts them upon repeated. performance of 
the oppoſite Virtue : A Spirit, never injuring the 
Body where it reſides, but often known by its Opera- 
tions to relieve the incumbent Griets cf it. To thoſe 
who know theſe things, and who are conſcious of its 
holy Influence on their Hearts in general, and ho 

ws Vow AS _ appealing . 
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ing do the oinniſtient Eye, can (ay, it has 
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m into ſtronger Engagements with him: 


Sir, it is very difficult, and next to impoſſible for 


them to own that Spirit for a Devil. And as hitherto 
I am affur'd of its good Effects abovemention'd, ſo 
while they continue witneſsd by, and felt in myown 
Soul, I ſhall rather incur the Diſpleaſure of all the 
World than God's, by charging them on the Devil. 

I cou'd add, that the general Import of this Pro- 
phetick Voice, is conſonant to what the holy Men of 


1 ſpake, when mov'd, over · rul'd or enforc'd by the 


oly Ghoft : That the Expoſitions it has given of a 
multitude of Scriptures of ,the Old and New Tefta- 


ment, do highly advance the Glory of on Earth. 
I con'd add, that it is the Intereſt of the Devil to keep 


the World in a fatal Security, like that\it was under 


in the days of Mab and of Lot; and as our Saviour ſaid 


it would be, in like manner, in the day when the 
Son of Man ſhou'd be reveal'd. But a Voice alarming 


Aud calling aloud to awake, becauſe the Lord is at 


hand; + and thereupon exciting to the ſame Dutys, 


like Argument, mentioning, that his belov'd Brother 
Paul alfo had, in all his Epiſtles, inſiſted on the | ſame 


things, does not ſeem to me to fide with the Devil; 


but whether the revealing of our Lord Feſis Chriſt from 
Heaven (2 Theff. 1. 6 —10.) with his mighty Angels, in 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not bis Goſpel, who ſhall be puniſhd with everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction, from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the 
Glory of his Power, when he ſhall come ta be glorify'd in his 


Saints, and tobe admir'd in all them that believe, in that 
Day : Whether the Coming of Chrift, deſcrib'd by 
St. Jude, and whether the 7 Angels pouring out the 


Vials of the Wrath of God upon the Earth, as de- 
ſcrib'd in Rev. 16. and which are mention'd in Ver. 15. 
to de Chriſt's Coming as a Thief whether, I ſay, theſe 
Scriptures (which carry the ſummary Import of the 
preſent Cry at a time, which is Midnight, as to the 


Faith of his fo coming) can be conſiſtent with the 
common Doctrine, that there's no other Coming at 


Chriſt 


\ 


which St. Peter, in his Epiftles, exhorts to from the 


| Chriſt to be ex 
World, and general Reſurrection of all human Bo- 
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pelted,, till the final Diſſolution of the 


dys, deſerves ſerious and awful Conſideration ; ſince 
if there be ſuch a glorious Advent of Chrift to pre- 


cede, then thoſe who aſſert and teach the contrary, 


are acceſſory to produce that Circumftance of his com- 
ing as a Thief, in pouring out thoſe Vials of Wrath 
upon the World. But bleſſed it he that watcheth (againſt 
his Coming, as a Thief, Rev. 16. 15._) and keepeth bis 
Garments, left be walk naked, and they ſee his Shame. 

And now, inftead of enumerating many other con- 
current Evidences, which I cou'd readily do, to ſhew 
the Characters of this Inſpiration, inconſiſtent with the 
Imputation of its being from below, and irreconcilable 
to the Agency of infernal Demons; I am ſenfible that 
tis but ſpeaking to the wilfully Deaf, and ſhewing, Co- 
lors to the Blind: for, ſay they, The Particulars he has 
recited are but the Parts of 4 golden Dream, there's nothing 
in the facts recounted real; he hears, and ſees, and knows, 


and finds in his Heart, this, and that, and t other, but tis all 
Deluſion. So one Anſwer will ever ſerve, for matters of 


this nature; there needs no more Reaſoning, than juſt 
to recite the word Deluſion, for a confutation of all Pre- 
tences to a ſupernatural Diſcovery from God, thothey 
can allow it more eaſily from the Devil. Therefore L 
ſhall proceed no further, in reſpett to others; but for 
us, v ho know the Facts herein recited to be true, they 
are concluſive,that they can't emerge from the evilOne. 

Thus, Sir, I have laid before you ſome of the Argu- 
ments, which determine us at preſent not to make an 
open Acknowledgment of our Commerce with evil 
Spirits, notwithſtanding the Failure of Predittions, 
which is urg'd by you as the Reaſon which ſhou'd ob- 
lige us to it. The reſery'd Secret of God's Counſel, 
in permitting and appointing ſo difficult a Trial upon 


us, and perhaps on others, we know not; therefore we 


quietly reſign our ſelves up, and deſire patiently to ſub- 
mit to his bleſſed Will, whatever it may henceforth ap- 
pear to be touching us. We truſt and hope he will com- 
aſhonate our Weakneſs, where he diſcerns Integrity : 
He knows we cannot gratify you and the Nane 0 
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